
 
 

 

Spotting just one suspicious indicator could make all the difference. 
Have you noticed any of these signs?

GENERAL INDICATORS

The recipient is 
encouraged to 
open the item in 
a particular way 

The handwriting is unfamiliar It’s missing a postmark 
or return address 

It has an unusual 
postmark or
inaccurate address 
printed unevenly 

It contains another 
envelope or the contents 
are difficult to remove

The item isn’t 
addressed to a 
specific individual

It’s bulky, shaped oddly or 
comes in a padded envelope 

There are more 
stamps 

than strictly 
necessary 

It has an 
unexpected odour 

The envelope flap 
is excessively sealed

The item is 
unexpected, especially 

if it’s been hand delivered The 
item has 

greasy or 
oily stains

The item has been 
marked confidential 

or personal 

Find further information and response 
actions in PAS 97 or at www.cpni.gov.uk
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Spotting just one suspicious indicator could make all the difference. 
Have you noticed any of these signs?

EXPLOSIVE OR INCENDIARY INDICATORS

Chemical, biological or  radiological (CBR) INDICATORS 

The weight 
is uneven or 
it’s unusually 

heavy

There are 
small holes 

in the 
envelope or 
wrapping 

There is 
the 

presence 
of wiring

It contains unusual items such as 
powdered, crystalline or granular 
solids, liquids, or sticky substances  

The wrapping 
is stained 

The item may cause 
a sudden onset of 
illness or irritation to 
the skin, eyes or nose 

It has an 
unexpected 
odour 

It’s leaking 
powders 
or liquids 


